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Steep Slope, Les Arcs, France, oil on linen, 14 x 16ins (35.6 x 40.6cm), by Andrew Macara

In February 2019 Jonathan Cooper will be holding the gallery’s first solo show with Andrew
Macara, a painter whose light-filled scenes of children at play are admired and collected
worldwide.
Born in Derbyshire in 1944, Andrew Macara continues to live and work in Derby, and many
of his joyful paintings of children sledging in the snow depict the local winter landscape.
Others, however, are inspired by the artist’s extensive travels in Europe and beyond, and
the exhibition will include French and Italian ski scenes alongside uplifting views of British
summer beaches and Mediterranean streets.
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Macara was first drawn to painting when, as a ten-year-old child, while his family were
driving through a French village on holiday he spotted a picture in the window of an art
gallery, and was fascinated by its depiction of a blue door in a white wall. This introduction
to art, and to finding beauty in the colours and form of the everyday world, formed a lasting
impression on him, and later led him to study art at evening classes while working for his
family business. Strong sales in local exhibitions gave him the confidence to become a fulltime artist, and were forerunners of the many successful solo shows that have followed.

Skimming Stones, Looe, Cornwall, oil on linen, 32 x 36ins (81.3 x 91.4cm)

Whether depicting a frenzied snowball fight or the unsteady wobble of ice-skating, Macara is
drawn above all to the unselfconscious delight that children take in their environment,
finding their carefree movements more dynamic and interesting than that of adults. His
choice of scene is visual and instinctual, and once attracted by a landscape he works quickly
at his easel outdoors to capture the freshness of his subject. Fascinated by the contrast of
light and shadow, he only works on bright days, and his frequent trips abroad are booked at
the last moment, when forecasts predict good weather. Back in the studio, he re-works his
small studies into larger paintings, often populating them with figures from the hundreds of
drawings he has compiled in sketchbooks, making his works a careful balance of imagination
and observation, and a vivid tribute to the extraordinary richness of daily life.
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Girls in Red, Hampton Court Palace Ice Rink, oil on linen, 16 x 30ins (40.6 x 76.2cm)

Andrew Macara was born in Derbyshire in 1944, where he continues to live and work.
Although he studied for a brief period with Leonard Fuller at the St Ives School of Painting
he considers himself to be a predominantly self taught artist. In 1984 he was elected to the
New English Art Club, and his work is held in prestigious public, private, and corporate
collections including those of Sir Anthony and Lady Bamford, Lloyds TSB, the Hilton Hotel
Group, and the New Parliamentary Building, Westminster. He travels extensively, gathering
materials for his joyful landscape scenes worldwide.
Jonathan Cooper - founded in 1988 - is a London based contemporary art gallery
specialising in representational drawing, painting, photography and sculpture. The gallery is a
member of SLAD (The Society of London Art Dealers), BADA (The British Antique Dealers
Association) and LAPADA (The Association of Art & Antique Dealers), and regularly
exhibits at international art fairs.

Evening, Rockefeller Ice Rink, New York, oil on linen, 16 x 30ins (40.6 x 76.2cm)
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